Letter to the Editor from Jocelyn Baines by Baines, Jocelyn
Booker Award 
To the Editor of " The .Bookseller" 
Sir,- An o therwise very fair 
account o f this year's Booker Prize 
(The .Bookseller, 25 th April) was to 
my mind marred at the end by two 
filluous quotes from two apparently 
l
ous publishers. 
•·s tiff-collared publisher won-
ed whether much publicity could 
really have been expected from an 
event geared to a panel including a 
venerable dame, a lady, and a 
professor, and which, in its two-
year history, has already established 
a tradition o f being chaired by a 
literary editor of a newspaper". 
Was something so patently and 
idiotically slanted worth quoting? 
There is no counter-balancing 
mention in the account o f the fact 
that each of the judges were chosen 
because of their broad intellectual 
sweep and their distingui~hed con-
nection w ith literature. They were 
indeed cho, en as a quite varied 
group of people who could be re lied 
upon to m ake a deeply perceptive 
and wise choice of the best novel to 
have been pub lished in J 969. 
What incidentall y is wrong with 
"a venerable dame, a lady, a 
professor and a literary editor" 
(why was "a bookseller" left out of 
the li st)? Anyone can play at 
compiling such a list and I wonder 
what the "s tiff-collared publisher's" 
wou ld have been : a dustman, 
a policeman, an ad-man and a 
barman? 
You then go on to quote a 
publi sher with a "softer co llar" who 
o bserved that "when he had asked 
his taxi driver to bring him to 
Stati oners' Hall he had been told 
that it was 'the first time in 13 year 
o f ta x i-driving I have ever been 
asked to go there'. It seemed to this 
pub lisher to be significa nt. " A ga in , 
how fatu ous ca n one be? It is a 
misfortune for that taxi driver to 
have been at hi s j ob for 13 years 
without hav ing taken a client to one 
o f the finest o f the C ity's halls. M y 
experience was different: when I 
had arrived somewhere in N ewga te, 
I asked a taxi driver how to get to 
the Stati oners' H all and he gave me 
minute, correc t and easy instruc-
tio ns. 
To end your account of this 
important literary event on such a 
blatant ly " knocking" note does no 
credit to The Bookseller. 
I must declare my interest : I was 
one of the representatives of the 
Publishers Association - together 
with Mr. Mark Longman and Mr. 
Tom M aschler- who helped to 
choose the panel of judges. 
Yours faithfully, 
JOCELYN BAINES, 
Ma11agi11g Direclor. 
Thomas Nelson & Son Ltd., 
36 Park Street, 
London , W . I . 
rio rt-rm1 Publi shing 
To !he Edilor of "The Bookseller" 
Sir,- Mr. Turnbu ll deserves 
congra tul ati ons fo r his excellent 
article; closely argued and each 
express ion of o pinion backed by 
facts and figures from the Edinburgh 
University Press. Almost every 
paragraph contains a theme fo r 
deba te and, w hil st one may argue 
on points o f detail , the essay as a 
who le is wonderfull y refreshing to 
read and sho uld encourage much 
th ought on the closer integration of 
all the elements in the publi shing 
process . 
Three points- among many 
o thers- came to mind : 
